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Legislative Event 
By:  Penny Young,  
 Executive Director 

 
HHCK staff, 
board and mem-
bers started off 

the new year by hosting a Legislative 
Luncheon on January 13th, 2010 at the 
Capitol Annex cafeteria.  As the new 
Executive Director of HHCK, this was 
my first official legislative event.  I had 
no idea what to expect, nor did I have 
experience in this area to rely.  Fortu-
nately, lack of experience didnõt ham-
per me or HHCKõs new VISTA member, 
Sarah Larsen.  We went full steam 
ahead with  planning and executing 
HHCKõs event.  We sent out personal 
invitations to all members of the House 
and Senate, prepared a one-page 
handout describing our platform, in-
vited groups who were taking the lead 
on each of our legislative priorities, and 
relied on staff at the cafeteria to pick 

the menu.  

We arrived Wednesday morning with 
all our handouts, signup sheets, signs 
and HHCK support badges in hand.  All 
was well until another group of very 
organized representatives appeared 
from the Kentucky Community and 
Technical College System (KCYCS), who 

also had worked hard to arrange a luncheon 
of their own that day. Much to the surprise 
of the cafeteria scheduler, he had double 
booked our events. We thus learned our first 
lesson in scheduling an event at the Capitol 
Annex cafeteria: donõt use acronyms. Rather 
than either group conceding to reschedule, 
however, we agreed to share space for our 

events and make the best of the situation.  

We would like to extend a big thanks to 
KCTCS for their cooperation. From our per-
spective, this little glitch might have been a 
blessing for HHCK. The two groups together 
perhaps brought in more legislators than we 
would have alone. The turnout surpassed my 
expectations. We had over seventy individu-
als sign in, though the actual turnout was 
even higher, as we noticed a number of hur-
ried legislators slip past us without signing in. 
But never fear. Although they went around 
several of us to get lunch, our staff and 
members were ready to engage them in 
deep conversation once they arrived at their 
tables to partake in the tasty, well prepared 

lunch.   
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Notice to HHCK Members: 

We would like to highlight the events and hap-

penings of our members throughout the year.  If 

you have an inspiring story of a family you 

have recently served and would like to share it 

with others in the state, or if you have a special 

event you want to publicize, please contact 

Sarah Larsen, at slarsen@hhck.org or at 502-

223-1834 x 1118. 
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - AmeriCorps Members Go the Extra Mile! 

Rachel Harrod, Build Corps Program Assistant, has 
been hard at work forging connections with the em-

ployment offices of colleges in the areas where we 
currently have part-time openings, including Covington 
and Lexington. Though this is just one avenue for re-
cruiting potential new members, we hope that building 
relationships with colleges and universities will help us 

expand our programõs visibility amongst a segment of 
the population that will likely be particularly inter-
ested in the opportunity to serve their communities and 

earn an education award of several thousand dollars. 

In addition, Rachel has accompanied Carrie on visits 
to see Jessica Burton and Tim Howard at Habitat for 
Humanity of Metro Louisville, Nina Bosken at the Cen-
ter for Independent Living Options, Ted Kizziar at 

Shelter of Hope, and Amanda Johnson at Doves of 
Gateway. Rachel also traveled with Sophia to visit 
Sherry Brown at Shepherdõs Shelter and to attend the 
Bowling Green Community Connect, organized by 
Heather Gordon of Lifeskills. All three HHCK Ameri-

Corps staff members participated in the MLK Day of 
Service activity organized by Janssen Willhoit of Lex-

ington Rescue Mission.  

Rachelõs Recent Activities What Sophiaõs Been Up To This Month 

With the start of the new year, Build Corps has set 
its sights on promoting new forms of communication 
for the program and within the community. This 
month Sophia Jannace, AmeriCorps Member Coor-
dinator, in conjunction with HHCK staff, has worked 
on developing communication outlets with Skype 
conference calls. These calls are free to the public 
and would provide a different option for communi-
cation that is  streamlined and affordable. More 
plans on Skype conference calls will be made public 

in the next few weeks.   

Sophia has also made many visits to the AmeriCorps  
members throughout the state. She is pleased to 
report that Donna Damron at the Bluegrass Domes-
tic Violence Program, Jeff Griffin at Lexington Habi-
tat for Humanity, Sara Baumann at the  Kentucky 
Equal Justice Center, Heather Gordon at Lifeskills, 
Sherry Brown at Shepherdõs Shelter, and new mem-
bers Sam Young and Lindsey Peterson at the Lex-
ington Rescue Mission are all doing well at their 
respective sites. She anticipates visiting more sites in 

the future. 

Billie Mallory (not pictured) of the Simon House partnered with Kentucky State 

University to bring together care packages for our soldiers abroad in Afghani-

stan. These packages, pictured to the right, included gifts as well as personal 

notes of encouragement from the volunteers. 

Sophia (left) and Rachel (right) 

work to clean Booker T. Wash-

ington School for MLK Day. 

Margaret Whalen (pictured above) and Travis Webb (not pictured), both of the 

Central Kentucky Community Action Center, spent Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

working with children at Baby Tender, a day care in her community. The two 

AmeriCorps members organized a craft day at Baby Tender and were able to 

talk to the children about why it is important to help other people. Margaret 

commented: òI had such as great time getting to hear what the kids 

said. Some of the answers were funny!ó    

Jason Richmond of the Matthew 25 Aids Clinic created and pre-

sented a vision board to represent his dreams in honor of the day. 
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AmeriCorps Program Director, Carrie Stith-Webster 

As Director of HHCKõs AmeriCorps program, Carrie Stith-Webster is responsible for the overall 
success of our 52 Build Corps members.  Members are serving in a variety of settings: homeless 
and domestic violence shelters; at various Habitats for Humanity; at community action agencies; 
at organizations serving individuals with disabilities and HIV; and at many other non-profits.  The 
goal of the Build Corps program is to help vulnerable Kentuckians obtain safe, secure, afford-

able housing for themselves and their families.  

Carrie has traveled to Paducah, Mayfield, Franklin, Somerset, Richmond, Lexington, Louisville, 
Covington, Erlanger, Morehead and Ashland visiting Build Corps members and their service sites, 

providing training and support to members and their sites. 

Although not even half way into the current project year, Carrie and her staff are already plan-
ning for 2010-2011. Soon, Build Corps will begin accepting applications for service sites for the 

coming year. Please check our website at hhck.org for current information. 

A volunteer for many years for a number of different organizations, Carrie feels strongly that 
everyone has something to contribute to make the world a better place. For Carrie, the Ameri-

Corps logo sums it up:  òYour world. Your chance to make it better.ó 

Carrie hard at work 

cleaning up Booker T. 

Washington on MLK Day. 

The teen group supervised by Diana Bennett of Partnership Housing in Owsley County proudly shows off the pillows 

they have sown for kids throughout Kentucky who will be served by the Build-A-Bed event in May. Diana reported: 

òThe girls were so excited knowing that the pillows where going to children that didnõt have beds or pillows. They saw 

the importance of doing community service to help out the world and to try and make it a better place to live.ó 

 

 Janssen Willhoit of Lexington Rescue Mission planned and organized an MLK Day of Service project for the Douglass Park 

neighborhood. Twenty-nine volunteers came out for this event to clean the gymnasium and an adjoining classroom at Booker 

T. Washington Primary School. Janssenõs press release attracted the attention of 27 WKYT and 36 WTVQ television stations. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - AmeriCorps Members! (Continued) 


