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Sponsors, supporters and 

volunteers were present to 

take part in a ceremony to 

bless the home and con-

tinue with the roof raising. 

Thanks to Frost Brown 

Todd and Mountjoy Chil-

ton Medley for their teams 

of volunteers. If you were-

nôt able to make it out for 

the Ground Blessing, be 

sure to check out a video 

featuring Wendy ï our 

homeowner ï YPALôs 

V O L U N T E E R S  O F  A M E R I CA ,  K E N T U C K Y : R E A L3  

Reminder announcement:  

Please  join us for an upcoming  Real³ Jour-

ney,  a one hour program and tour that high-

light the services Volunteers of America of 

Kentucky provides in our community. The 

journey is specially designed to share how 

we help real people facing real challenges to 

find real and lasting solutions. Real³ Jour-

neys are at our Family Emergency Shelter at 

1321 S. Preston Street, Louisville 40208. 

Unless otherwise noted, refreshments will be 

served.  

  

July 14, 11:30 -12:30 p.m.*  

July 21, 11:30 -12:30 p.m.*  

Look for more dates to be added soon.  

To RSVP to attend an upcoming jour-

ney, please contact Farrah Ferriell at 

636 - 4639 or  

farrahf@voaky.org .  

* a light lunch will 

be provided at 

these journeys.  

H O M E L E S S  A N D  H O U S I N G  

C O A L I T I O N  O F  K E N T U C K Y  

H H C K  S T A F F : 

Penny Young 

Executive Director 

 

Michelle Singer 

Financial and Contract 

Manager 

 

Kelly Dycus 

AmeriCorps Program 

Director 

 

Gina Chamberlain 

Technical Assistance 

Specialist 

 

Sophia Jannace 

AmeriCorps Member 

Coordinator 

 

Rachel Harrod 

AmeriCorps Member 

Coordinator 

 

Sarah Larsen 

AmeriCorps Vista,  

Communications and  

Outreach Coordinator 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

A CLIENTõS 

S T O R Y  F R O M  

A N  A M E R I -

C O R P S  M EM -

B E R 

2  

PEOPLEõS 

S E L F- H E L P  

H O U S I N G 

3  

H H C K  N E W  

A M E R I C O R P S  

D I R E C T O R 

3  

L O U I S V I L L E  

Z O N I N G 
4  

2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 1  

B U I L D  C O R P S  

S E R V I C E  S I T E S 

4  

B E A T T Y V I L L E ,  

K Y  N E W  

S C H O O L  

A P A R T M E N T S 

5  

K H C :  T H E  

R I G H T S  O F  T H E  

H O M E L E S S  I N  

K E N T U C K Y 

5  

C O M M U N I T Y  

A C T I O N  O F  

S O U T H E R N   

K E N T U C K Y   

6  

Habitat for Humanity of Metro Louisville  

YPALôs LEED Certified 

Habitat for Humanity house 

is well underway and Satur-

day, June 19th was the offi-

cial Ground Blessing.  

YPAL is the Young Profes-

sionals Association of Lou-

isville and is made up of 

young adults between the 

ages of 21 and 39 years old, 

some of whom were on 

hand for Thursday's cere-

monial groundbreaking. 

Habitat for Humanity 

Ground Blessing from our 

website. 

The build has just begun 

so be sure to come out in 

support of YPAL and 

Habitat for Humanity. In-

dividuals as well as groups 

are welcome to volunteer. 

Visit www.ypal.org today 

to sign up for a shift. 

etc.).  

For more information, contact Andrea at 
DOVES (606-784-6880) or 
Paul Semisch 
Assistant Director 
Gateway Homeless Coalition 
Phone: (606) 784-2668 
e-mail: psemisch@gatewayhouseky.org 

Ȱ3ÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ $ÁÔÅȱ 

For a joint fundraiser between DOVES of 
Gateway (domestic violence shelter in More-
head) and the Gateway Homeless Coalition 
in Morehead.  

The event will consist of a steak dinner and 
silent auction to be held on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 21, 2010 from 4-7 p.m. at the Carl 
Perkins Center in Morehead.  

Tickets are $10 for the dinner and $5 for a 
kid's dinner (hot dogs, hamburgers, chips, 

J O I N T  F U N D R A I S E R :  S TE A K  D I N N E R ! 

J U L Y  2 0 1 0  

mailto:farrahf@voaky.org
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    Have you ever lived on the streets, worried where your next 

meal was going to come from?  Have you ever had to wait in a 

line at a shelter in hopes for a bed?  This is something many of 

us face on a daily basis.  My name is Maggie Pennycuff and this 

is my story.  My story describes how I went from having my 

own apartment and job to having nothing and being homeless.  

How could my life turn around so quickly?  Do to the economic 

crisis I ended up homeless back in 2004/2005 in Dayton, Ohio.  

Living in a ñbig city townò it is not as easy as many would think.  

I became homeless after losing my job and my family wouldnôt 

take me in.  It was a hard time for me being on the streets with 

no were to go; not knowing where I was going to sleep, eat, or 

bath.  I had no money and had never been in this situation be-

fore.  Please donôt feel that I want you to feel sorry for me, be-

cause I donôt.  This isnôt another sad story, but until youôve 

walked in the shoes of someone whoôs homeless, you can never 

see what itôs truly like to be homeless.  Please never say that you 

wonôt ever be, because anyone can end up on the streets.  

    Imagine yourself sleeping in a cardboard box covered in plas-

tic bags that you hoped would keep the rain out. For warmth you 

only have a raggedy sleeping bag.   As for your bathroom, it 

consists of a bucket sitting beside your new makeshift home.  

You manage to find another bucket that you try to fill up with 

water for your baths.  You worry if you could survive the night 

and the cold Dayton winter.  Many nights as you lay down, your 

stomach aches with hunger pains.  Several days go by and you 

finally give into your hunger, you start knocking on peopleôs 

doors, but only to be turned away.  Finally you realize if you are 

going to survive you will have to eat out of garbage cans.  After 

awhile you learn a new trade, panhandling.  Your eyes fill up 

with joy when you manage to get up enough change for a good 

meal.   

    As you walk down the street people call you names mostly 

because of the way you are dressed and how dirty you are.  It 

hurts so badly because you know youôre a good person and you 

question why on Earth did this ever happen to you.  People look 

at you in so many different ways.  While you are on the streets 

you meet so many different people who are just like you. You 

never realize how many people were down on their luck just like 

you.  There are so many people needing so much help.  One of 

your new friends tells you about DSS, a place where you could 

get help with food-stamps.  You go down to their office, but find 

out because you donôt have an address you couldnôt get them.   

    From time to time a church would help you with clothing.  

Sometimes you sneak into a gas station to bath but would 

quickly be ran off.  As youôre leaving you usually here Low 

Down, No good, etc.  Youôre always looking for jobs, but when 

they would ask for a phone number you break in and tell them 

you are homeless.  They turn you away as though you are no 

good.  You start to get really down on yourself.   

    Everything you just read above is my first encounter with 

homelessness.  As I continue to tell you my story I hope that you 

continue to picture yourself being in my shoes.   

     I found myself in the worse part of town and it was very dan-

gerous for a woman to be seen out.  As a new day rolled around 

it was another new person putting me down and calling me 

names.  There were days when life didnôt feel worth living, but 

never did I turn to drugs or beer.  There were days when I would 

leave my makeshift home and to return to find that people had 

came in and stolen everything.  As this started to happen more 

often I began to pull what few belongings I had in a shopping 

cart.  Everything I had during my time on the streets been things 

I had dug out of the trash.  There was nothing of any worth, but 

maybe to me.  To me, my buggy was a pot of gold with blankets, 

old food, and little ówhat notôsô. 

    Since finding work had become almost impossible I started 

collecting pop cans to make a little money to pay for soap, toilet 

paper, and sometimes food.  I remember one day when someone 

had taken my pop cans, and I was left with nothing.  I thought 

about taking my own life, I thought I would be better off dead.  

For whatever reason God told me to keep going, at this point in 

my life I had never been to church.  I had always believed in 

God and always asked him why are you doing this to me?  Was I 

that bad of a person?   

    Being homeless can make you have different opinions about 

yourself and who you are.  Because this was my first time being 

homeless I had no idea how to survive, but some way I managed 

to do it.  I had always loved reading and listening to the news, so 

for entertainment I would get newspapers out of the trash.  Dur-

ing my first year on the street the winter was really bad, and we 

had three people just like myself to die due to the weather.  Due 

to the terrible winter a lot of people turned to breaking into 

building to keep warm.  Why would someone break into an 

abandoned building that probably didnôt have electric anyway?  

They did this in hopes to go to jail so they could have food and a 

warm place to stay.  Usually the police would only fine them, 

but that never made since.  If youôre homeless you probably 

donôt have money, so how do they expect someone to pay the 

fines? 

    I remember one night when it was so cold and everything I 

had was already stolen.  The only thing I had to my name was a 

thin jacket that I was already wearing.  While walking I ran 

across this old abandoned apartment building, so I swallowed 

my pride and broke in.  I slept in the building for two days.   As I 

was leaving one morning I ran into Roy Lee who was on the 

streets too, he gave me a blanket to keep warm.   

    On the streets there were just as many good people as they are 

mean.  Some who would help you and some who would take 

from you as you walked through the alley.  Many nights I would 

sleep in allies with many of the other homeless.  Alley after Al-

ley I walked through I would ask myself how was I going to get 

back?  I continued asking for work and I never gave up.   

 Finally in 2005 after being on the street for almost two 

years I went to a man named Allen who owned a restaurant.  I 

told him I was homeless and I needed a job.  He asked where I 

had been sleeping and eating at, and I told him.  This man be-

came my angel sent from god.  He put me up in a hotel, bought 

me a hot meal, and most importantly put me to work.   

 This story doesnôt fully describe what I went through or 

the pain I encountered but I hope by now you have a better un-

derstanding of what it is like to truly be homeless.  Again donôt 

feel sorry for me, for I am a survivor.   

CLIENTõS STORY FROM A  B U I L D  C O R P S  M E M B E R:   

òIõM HOMELESS NOT DIRTYó 
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0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 3ÅÌÆ-Help Housing has great news to share!  
We have just completed our first LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design) certified 
home.  This new home, designed and constructed 
ÂÙ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ 3ÅÌÆ-Help Housing in Vanceburg has 
achieved a Gold Level of certification making it only 
the second new home in the entire state of Ken-
ÔÕÃËÙ ÔÏ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ȰÇÒÅÅÎȱȢ  4ÈÅ ÎÅ× 
home has been sold to a low income single parent 
whose family will be enjoying a healthy living envi-
ronment and low utility bills for generations to 
come.  Building green can be affordable! 

For more information please contact: 
Dave Kreher 
Executive Director 
People's Self-Help Housing, Inc. 
307 KY 59 
Vanceburg, KY  41179 
phone (606) 796-6333 
fax (606) 796-2606 
davepshh@windstream.net 
visit them at: www.pshhinc.org 

PEOPLEõS SELF- H E L P  HO U S I N G :  

L E E D  C E R T I F I E D  H O M E 
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New Green Built Home 

Kelly Dycus began a career in housing in 1996 as a Housing Coun-

selor in the Getting Things Done for Kentuckyõs Homeless Ameri-

Corps Program, where she served victims of domestic violence and 

homeless families.  She went on to serve as the Member Coordinator 

and then as the Director.  Since this time, Kelly has continued work in 

the field of housing and to advocate for safe, decent and affordable 

housing for all Kentuckians.  Kelly received her undergraduate de-

gree in Independent Studies from Murray State University and is com-

pleting a Masters of Arts in Mental Health Counseling from Eastern 

Kentucky University.   Kelly has two sons and a daughter and is mar-

ried to Jeff Dycus, whom she met while serving in the HHCK Ameri-

Corps Program. 

 
HHCK and KCCVS have remained an important part of my life and my 

time as an AmeriCorps Member had a considerable impact on both 

my personal and my professional life. AmeriCorps changes the lives 

of those served and those who serve in a very magical way. 

HHCKõs New AmeriCorps, Build Corps, Program Director: 

Kelly Dycus 

 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=30624542&id=1126424215
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An article submitted to the Cou-

rier-Journal on May 7, 2010 

By Natalie Harris and Wood 

McGraw 

 

Readersõ Forum 

The Courier-Journal 

P.O. Box 740031 

Louisville, KY  40201-7431 

 

Dear Editor: 

    The Homeless Shelter Land 

Use Task Force was created by 

the Louisville Metro Planning 

Commission in 2009 to develop a 

proposal to amend the Land De-

velopment Code to address land 

use regulations for homeless 

shelters.  After five months of 

hard work and consideration of 

many community comments, the 

Task Force has created and sub-

mitted their final report to the 

Louisville Metro Council. 

    We would like to commend the 

Homeless Shelter Land Use Task 

Force on the dedicated and bal-

anced manner in which they ad-

dressed this challenge.  They did 

not get caught up in the politics of 

recent shelter citing issues, but 

stuck to the job at hand by devel-

oping thorough land use require-

ments for shelters and service 

facilities for the homeless regard-

less of size, design and neighbor-

hood.  The Task Forceõs work is 

also important in that it ad-

dresses the deficiencies listed in 

the Cityõs Analysis of Impedi-

ments to Fair Housing Choice in 

Louisville Metro.  This analysis is 

required in order to access mil-

lions in federal U.S. Department 

of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment funds allocated annually for 

use in housing and community 

development programs.  And, 

since at least 2007, this Analysis 

of Impediments to Fair Housing 

Choice has described the need to 

develop inclusionary zoning rec-

ommendations for shelters coun-

tywide.  Therefore, this Task Force 

recommendation will bring Louis-

ville Metro Government in line 

with the Analysis of Impediments 

to Fair Housing Choice and insure 

that future federal funds are not 

lost to the community. 

    Finally, the Homeless Shelter 

Land Use Task Force went one 

step beyond just creating pro-

posed land use regulations.  In 

order to insure safe and effective 

services for homeless persons 

and neighbors, the Task Force 

has proposed that shelter li-

censes be conditioned on Quality 

Assurance Standards overseen by 

the City and a third party inspec-

tor, The Coalition for the Home-

less.  Louisville is one of the first 

cities in the nation to create Qual-

ity Assurance Standards for shel-

ters and the Task Force was 

thoughtful in galvanizing this sys-

tem into new proposed land use 

regulations. 

    We encourage the paper and 

its readers to review and support 

the Homeless Shelter Land Use 

Task Force recommendations. 

 Sincerely,  

   

Wood McGraw,  

Chairman of the Board 

    

Natalie Harris,  

Executive Director 

The Adanta Group 

Columbia, KY 

 
Aids Volunteers, Inc. 

Lexington, KY 

 
Bell-Whitley Community Action 

Agency, Inc. 

Pineville, KY 

 
Central Kentucky Community 

Action Council, Inc. 

Lebanon, KY  

 
Community Action Council 

Lexington, KY  

 
Community Ventures Corporation 

Lexington, KY  

 
Family Health Centers, Inc.ð

Phoenix Health Center 

Louisville, KY  

 
Franklin County Womenôs Shelter 

Frankfort, KY  

 
Gateway Homeless Coalition, Inc. 

Morehead, KY  

 
Green River Ministries, Inc. 

Campbellsville, KY  

 
Habitat for Humanity of Metro 

Louisville 

Louisville, KY  

 
Harlan Countians for a Healthy 

Community  

Harlan, KY  

 
Hazard Perry County Community 

Ministries, Inc. 

Hazard, KY  

 
Hopeôs Wings Domestic Violence 

Program 

Richmond, KY  

 
Housing Opportunities of    

Northern Kentucky 

Covington, KY  

Kentucky Equal Justice Center 

Lexington, KY  

 
Kentucky Mountain Housing 

Development Corporation, Inc. 

Manchester, KY  

 
Lexington Habitat for Humanity 

Lexington, KY  

 
Lexington Rescue Mission 

Lexington, KY  

 
Madison County Home Energy 

Improvement Program 

Berea, KY  

 
Matthew 25 AIDS Services 

Henderson, KY  

 
Merryman House Domestic Crisis 

Center 

Paducah, KY  

 
MASH Services of the Bluegrass 

Lexington, KY  

 
Midtown Alliance of Neighbors 

Paducah, KY 

 
New Directions Housing        

Corporation 

Louisville, KY  

 
Purchase Area Housing 

Mayfield, KY  

 
Shelter of Hope, Inc. 

Ashland, KY  

 
Shepherdôs Shelter, Inc. 

Shepherdsville, KY  

 
Simon House 

Frankfort, KY  

 
United Ministries 

Erlanger, KY  

 
United Way of the Bluegrass 

Lexington, KY  

L O U I S V I L L E  Z O N I N G :  TH E  H O M E L E S S  S H E L T E R  

L A N D  U S E  T A S K F O R C E 
C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  AL L  B U I L D  

C O R P S  2 0 1 0- 2 0 1 1  S E R V I C E  S I T E S 
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Carrie Stith-Webster has been with HHCK since fall of 

2009 as the Program Director for the AmeriCorps Build 

Corps program.  Carrie has accepted a position at the Ken-

tucky Commission on Community Volunteerism Service 

(our state AmeriCorps office) here in Frankfort.  Carrie will 

serve as their training officer and HHCK will continue to 

collaborate with her in this new capacity.  Carrieôs year at 

HHCK has been greatly appreciated and we look forward to 

seeing her accomplishments in the future with KCCVS! 

HHCKôs Previous AmeriCorps Program Director Update 
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The original classrooms, con-

structed in 1926, for the Beatty-

ville Grade School have been care-

fully and expertly transformed into 

comfortable apartments.  The rich 

history and craftsmanship remain 

intact, while modern systems and 

amenities have been included. 

The Beattyville School apartments 

were at one time a educational 

radio station and later the build-

ing became Beattyville Board of 

Education Building and now It has 

been remodel into Low Income 

Apartments for the Elderly. There 

are more pictures on http://

www.cchousing.org/projects.html 

website. 

    The apartments feature high 

ceilings, large new windows, spa-

cious closets, individually con-

trolled thermostats and fully 

equipped kitchens.  Many apart-

ments enjoy the lasting craftsman-

ship of unusual quarter sawn wood 

floors, attesting to the precision of 

a bygone era. 

    There are 18 gracious apart-

ments in total with 12 one-

bedroom units and 6 tow-

bedroom units.  Most apartments 

are fully accessible with a new 

elevator that serves all floors.  

The original radio station room 

has been preserved and the fur-

nished Community Room will 

serve all residents. 

    The Beattyville School Apart-

ments offer convenient, comfort-

able and affordable living through 

financing from the Kentucky 

Housing Corporation as well as 

the Federation of Appalachian 

Housing Enterprises, Inc.  Income 

and age restrictions will apply for 

all apartments. 

Submitted by: 

Kimberly Barnett 

Beattyville Housing & Develop-

ment  

Phone 606-464-3633 

Fax 606-464-3634 

Written by: AU Associates 

to the process to have our state 
housing agency behind it.  Kentucky 
Housing recognized the need to ad-
dress the rights of the home-
less.  Without that buy-in we would 
not have been able to print the book-
let.ò 

   With the collaboration and support 
of multiple resources and partners, 
the project is complete.  The primer 
will be on both the KHC and KICH 
Web sites, and the primer has been 
printed in a compact user-friendly 
booklet that will be available to 
homeless advocates.  

The Rights of the Homeless in 
Kentucky - A Primer of Homeless 
Rights is a publication resulting 
from the Regional Strategic Plans 
to End Homeless brought forth by 
Lee Alcott, executive director of 
Barren River Area Safe Space, 
Inc. (BRASS) and the Continuum 
of Care (COC) Region 2, with the 
financial support of the Homeless 
Mini-Grants through Kentucky 
Housing Corporation (KHC), in 
partnership with the Kentucky In-
teragency Council on Homeless-
ness (KICH) and the KICH Ser-
vices Subcommittee.  COC Region 
2 used their mini-grant to publish 
the primer and to share the fin-
ished booklet with homeless advo-
cates across the state.  

    Lee Alcott stated, ñIt meant a lot 

B E A T T Y V I L L E  S C H O O L  AP A R T M E N T S   

K H C :  T H E  R I G H T S  O F  TH E  H O M E L E S S  I N  

K E N T U C K YñA  P R I M E R  O F H O M E L E S S  R I G H T S   
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Floor Plans 

Finished Kitchen 

Finished Kitchen 

Fun Fact: 

Kentucky   

became the 

15th state on 

June 1st of 

1792! 

http://www.cchousing.org/projects.html
http://www.cchousing.org/projects.html
http://news.list.kyhousing.org/t/16337/21464/267/0/?u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5reWhvdXNpbmcub3JnL1NIUkhvbWUuYXNweD9pZD0xOTkz&x=94bdafb0
http://news.list.kyhousing.org/t/16337/21464/386/0/?u=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5reWhvdXNpbmcub3JnL0tJQ0gv&x=e2512820

